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EDWIN YORKE BOWEN was born on 22
February 1884 at Greuch Hill, London, the
third son o the founder of Bowen and
‘McKechnie, -whisky distillers. After piano
studies with Alfred Tzard arv the Blackheath
Conservatoire the boy won ‘the Erard
Scholarship of the: Réyal ‘Acaderiy of Music in
1889, having already -accumulated -numeraus
prizes. Despite: mitial reluctance 1w leave 1zaid
ke became a. devored: and l-ughly suceesstul
student of the famously eccentric T'obias
-Mauhay He dropped his’ bapmma] -name and
the ‘e”in ‘Yorke’ ‘carly in his edreer. Already a
talking’ point among his pecrs, whi included
the then mconsp:(,unus ‘Arnold Bax, he was.to
earn.a reputation as ‘a pianist of remarkable
brilliance’ [Gruve] which continues howadiysto
eclipse his prestige 4s'd composer; great though.
that once. was. He. was also an atu)mphkhed
violist -and horn. player inn the latter capacity
joiming, the regimenital band of the Scots Guards
at.the start of the Great War, Invalided home:
with preuionid in 1916, ‘he became. one of
manyfor whom the harsh realities:of the time:
brought: artistic. disappointment: He  had
probably” confronted A]read} the fact thar his
creativity  turned .upon.  abstract  poetic
romanticism rather than unflmchmg human or
soctal commentary. His remaining decades were lived out in unevent{ul domeettcnty in*North London and in
faithful sefvice to-the RAM-as'a‘professor of pianio; a position from which he finally rétired in 1959, He died
suddenly. in November 1961, active to the last as a pianist; ¢composer-and pedagogue. ‘A stoically: humorous-
-personiality; he bore the bathos of his last. years without bitterness.

"This suminary invies: compamon with Nicolas Medtner,; domiciled also in. North London from 1935 Both:
he and Bowen weic pianists of the utmost:distinction .who.wrote predominantly for their own insirument..
Moreover, both still espoused. the.same idiom.and aesthetic in the 'middle of the twentieth century as they had.
at its-outset. Bowen’s performmg repertoire. inchuded Medtner's Sonati in G ininoy opas 22; lso embracing the
formidable demands of Liapunov’s Transcendental Etndes and of Liszt and Chopin. Betwccn 1904 .and 1908 his
own first three piano-concerti appeared and he performed nes. 1.and 3 under Hans Ru.htcr in the Promenade:
Concerts at Queen’s Hall, By 1912 two. ‘:ymphomes had' received favourable public-rotices. A forth plano
conterto [ollowed in 1929, This music evincesa viriable but still 'ilgl’llflcal‘lt debt tothe Russian romantic pmno-
traditiom of Balakirev, Liapunov, Mediner and Rakhmaiiitiov, as do Bowen’s many- effective. solo: picees:
Capable-of délicacy and refinément: or of a virtueso muscularlty which often calls forth greater terseness and.
astringency, they deserve belated recognition of their honest and red- blooded virtues, while their creator stands.
dlmost on his own amaong his British. contethporaries as a true pianist-composer i the would of SaintSaéns,
Scharwenka or the Russians already mientioned. For this aloné Bowen would metit-attention. Meanwhile, his
work dwaits the pleasurably surprised enthusiasm of our own resurgently liberal and inquisitive age.

This adaptation of diessay written for
Hyperion Records: ® 1996 by Francis Dot

Lublished in association with the Roym' Amdcmy ofMusu where York Bowen:
was pmfessnr from: 1909 to 1959. The manuscript of this work is part of
the Royal Academny of Miisic’s York Bowen. Collection.
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